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o Water is life 2

Welcometo the Hausam Strom!

Beforeenteringthe house,you are alreadyableto recognizethe greatimportance
of the wet elementon our planet More than 70% of the earth consistof water
but only verylittle of this hugequantity isdirectly usablefor us:
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Passau to London (1100 km). The entire freshwater on earthﬂ
would run from here to Leipzig (330 km). im

We, however, can only use the clean potable water, which extends,filled into a
cube,to Munich(160km).

o A bear in the water

Going upstairs, you might have noticed an animal on the
left-handside,whosedesignis appropriatefor children

Thewater bearisthe mascotof the Hausam Strom

, Althoughit is smallerthan one millimetre in reality, it has
‘ astonishingcharacteristics during a period of drought it

degeneratesto a little ton. In this stageit cansurvivefor fifty yearswithout water

andenduregemperaturesfrom -200°Cup to 150°C

Water bears(tardigrade$ canbe found almosteverywherenear and inside water
andarereal survivalists

o Water forms

Thearchitectureof the houseis adaptedto ﬂ\
the forming characteristicof water. ,

Sonextto the main buildingyoucanseea mysterlousgreysomethlngon the rlght
in whichyoufind amongother thingsour conferenceand film room.

The visible part of this section of the building juts out of the ground like a
smoothlypolishedriver flint, while the mainbuildingpresentsitself like a wave



o Water moves

Enteringthe Hausam Strom, you get a glimpseof an
elevatoron the right-hand side Youare now standingin
front of the only water-drivenelevatorworldwide.

11000litres of water from the Danubeare pipedinto the
elevator shaft and then dischargedagain Therebythe
elevator is lifted and sunken This mechanismworks
without a pumpasthe water storagelevelof the closeby
power station addsup to nine metres Thechart on the
right of the elevatordepictsits modeof operation

Nextto the entranceon the left you come pastthe information deskfor cyclists
The Haus am Strom is situated on the Danube cycle track, which is known
throughout the world and therefore the Hausam Strom hosts this information
centrefor cyclists hikersandtouristslookingfor accommaodation

A water gate

Enterthe gateand enjoythe experienceof the water spring

Observethe exhibition and your family and friends through the
distortingwall of water.

Reptiles in the Danube valley

The reptiles in our terrariums live in the warm regions of
Southern and Southeastern Europe Alongsidethe preserved
Danubevalleytheir occurrencespreadsnorthwardto Passau

The GreenLizardis the biggestof its species &
in CentralEuropewith a maximumlength of
40 cm. Thetail, however,covers¥.of this length. Thecolour of
greenlizardsis an intensegreen Themaleshavea bluethroat,
especiallyduringmating season

The AesculapianSnakecangrow to a length of more than two
metres and therefore it is the biggest constrictor snake in
CentralEurope It feedson mice,eggsandyoungbirds.

Thesymbolicanimal of doctorsand chemistswas alreadyattributed to healersin
ancientGreeceand canstill be foundin the Germansignfor pharmacies




o The power of water

. At the rowing station you canput your powersto the test
andtry to row againstthe stream How long doesit take
youto row 500 metres?

Or you can checkthe enduranceneededif you want to
make a 100 Watt-bulb shine by mere muscularstrength
overalongerperiod

o Microscope table

Get a more accuratepicture of things which you can
seein the nature everyday Youcanexaminestones
pieces of bark, insects butterflies, etc. with our
microscope Youwill be ableto recognizedetailswhich
are not visibleto the nakedeye

o A model of the Danube valley

The transversevalley of the Danube between
Pleinting (Bavaria)and Aschach(Austria) marks
one of the most striking fluvial topographiesin
Europe This scenicparticularity housesa large
abundanceof rare plantsand animals

In the model hiking trails and lookout points can
be flashedup, on whichyou are ableto enjoythe
treasuresof the Danubevalleyparticularlywell.

On the southernslopesof the Danube405 hectaresof nature preserve- where
veryrare animalsand plantscanbe found- rangefrom Passauthe town on three
rivers, to the Hausam Strom in JochensteinWater offers adventure, provides
energy,formslandscapesndheals

o The water cycle

The biosphere is a closed system to which no
substancesare added from the outside The water
cycle of evaporation and precipitation on earth is
imitatedin a model

Here you have the opportunity to observethat the
circulationof water giveslife to nature.




o How much water do we need?

But productionnot only needswater, it can alsochangewater
and turn it into & ¢ | Awatere Problemsare causedif waste
waters or production arrears uncontrollably mix with fresh
water bodiesand thus endangerour potablewater.

Potablewater is preciousbut in CentralEuropewe need huge
amountsof it: householdsconsumeabout 130 litres per person
and day 40 litres are used for the toilets und 40 litres for
bathingandtakingshowers

If you convertthe industrial consumptioninto the consumption
of the population,we evenspendl160 litres per day. In orderto
survive howeverwe only need3 litres of drinkingwater a day.

In the little boxesyou can seevarlousexhlbltsby whichyou are
ableto guesshow muchwater mightbe
employedfor their production Frombloom-
mingto ripeningone singleappleneeds40
litres of water, for example

o Test your senses with plants of the Donauleiten

Discoveplantssuchasthe bagnutandthe cyclamen

Alsotake a smellat the fragrant little bags
Perhaps/ou canguesshe plantsby smellingtheir scent

o Animals on

the waterside

Variousremarkableanimalsare dependenton the
life on the waterside A special exampleis the
beaver

Thebeaverin our exhibitionwasrun over by a car
betweenObernzelland JochensteinTheseanimals
reach a maximum length of 1.20 metres a
maximumageof 20 yearsandaweightof 30 kg.



